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Between Tennyson’s death in 1892 and his own irB1@0gernon Swin-
burne was widely regarded as the greatest livirgjimpoet, the “unofficial
laureate,” and even after his death his poetryicoatl to have an immense
cultural impact through its demonstrably broad atekp influence on
twentieth-century Modernism. Since his death, hawekis reputation has
never adequately reflected his achievement, dtleetandeniable difficulty
of the poetry, and to the less than wholeheartedlilgusiastic critical mono-
graphs in the years immediately after his deathst\specially, the decline
in Swinburne’s popularity was due to Pound’s arnidt&l defensive denials
of his influence and importance, and their consatye&ontentious, often
careless, and even obtuse representations of ks we a result, critics of
Swinburne, more than those of any other poet ofparable stature, have
been constantly on the defensive over the pasticerthe present volume
and this review are no exceptions, though the gthesnof this collection,
combined with other works inspired by Swinburnesshitenary, offer hope
that a long-awaited Swinburne revival may be indffeng. Of course, hope
springs eternal, and in this case as in othersaif brear the stamp of its
origins in Pandora’s box. Despite many other momeftsuch hope since
Cecil Lang's great edition of the letters in 1958-6he number of pages
dedicated to Swinburne in the major teaching altfies has continued to
dwindle until now, when he is only representedvy or three short poems
or excerpts.

Still, along with the special centenary edition \dictorian Poetry
committed to Swinburne, a centenary collection datid to the late works
edited by Yisrael Levin, and the centenary confeeghat led to the present
collection,Algernon Charles Swinburne: Unofficial Laureatpresents a
valiant effort to seize the opportunity of Swinbeisicentenary and re-situate
him “in the light of current critical work on cosmolitanism, politics, print
culture, form, Victorian Hellenism, religious cootersy, gender and sex-
uality, the arts, and aestheticism and its contlegtiation to literary modern-
ism.” Of particular note in this enterprise are ttantributions of the two
editors, which bookend the collection of eleveragss

As the first of four essays grouped under the tiflaltural Discourse,”
Evangelista’s “Swinburne’s French Voice: Cosmopwolism and Cultural
Mediation in Aesthetic Criticism” demonstrates Sitnne’s importance as
Victorian culture’'s greatest and most authoritatoréic, advocate, and
interpreter of contemporary French literature aotluce. As Evangelista



